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FOLK FESTIVAL SCHOOL DANCE Thursday 20 August 2009 at JD Algie Hall 7.30pm sharp 

Admission is $5 per adult.   Costumes required are as follows:- 

Grade Prep: Kinderpolka Girls: dress or skirt and top.   Boys: jeans and T shirt or shirt 

Grade One: Shoemakers Dance Girls: dress or skirt and top.   Boys: jeans and T shirt or shirt 

Grade Two: Durham Reel Girls: skirt and top or dress.   Boys: jeans and T shirt 

Grade Three: Virginia Reel Girls: dress or skirt and top.   Boys: jeans and T shirt 

Grade Four: Star Polka Girls: dress or skirt and top.   Boys: jeans and a check shirt 

Grade Five: The Drongo Girls: dress or skirt and top.   Boys: jeans and T shirt 

Grade Six: Sicilian Tarantella Girls: full skirt (try the Op shops) and top. Headband covered with  

  ribbons and several lengths of approx 18cm hanging from each end  

  of the headband. 

  Boys:  jeans, white or pale T shirt and a scarf tied around the neck. 

BOOK SAFARI  
 

CHILDRENôS BOOK WEEKð22 to 28 August 2009 

Book Week is a time to celebrate outstanding 

Australian books for children. Each year, the Childrenôs 

Book Council chooses the best books in different 

categories.  

 

This year our students will participate in the annual Book Week Parade on the  

1 September at 9.00am. The theme this year is Book Safari. Here are some ideas 

to useðjungle animals, hunters, explorers, smaller creatures of the jungle, 

vegetation, creepy crawlies etc. Prizes will be awarded to different categories 

depicting this theme. Fluffy animals or characters that relate to this theme can 

be displayed in the library or brought along on the day of the parade.  

 

Parents / guardians and family members are most welcome to attend. Look forward to seeing you all on Tuesday 1 

September at 9.00am. 

Aussies of the Weekð31 July 2009 

Prep:  Nicholas Mc, Rebecca O 

Gr 1:   Johanna V, Constance C 

Gr 3:  Adam W, Bailey W, Jackson S 

Gr.4:   Bronte H, Julia S 

Gr 5:   Kane W, Rhiannon H 

Sport:  Georgia B, Maddison G, Joshua O 

 

Aussies of the Weekð7 August 2009 

Gr 4:   Jesse D, Brendan W, 

Gr 5:   Tyler P, Hannah D 

Gr 6:    Dion F, Kathryn R 

Sport:  Travis Mc, Jess D, Brandon P 



DISTRICT NETBALL COMPETITION WINNERS  

On Thursday 6 August Mrs. Farr, Mrs. Whitford and Mrs. 

Coleman took most of the Grade 6s and 4 grade 5s to 

Burke street, Warragul for a netball competition. Neerim 

South had two teams; team A and team B. At the end of the 

day Neerim South A won the whole mixed Competition for 

the second year in a row. They each got a medal and they 

won a perpetual trophy which will be presented to the 

school at an assembly after it is engraved. We would like to 

thank Mrs. Farr and Mrs. Whitford for all the time they put 

into helping us train for this competition and Mrs. Coleman 

for helping Mrs. Farr with the coaching on competition 

day.  

 

VICTORIAN PREMIERôS READING CHALLENGE 

A reminder to all that this will be finishing at the end of 

this month. (AUGUST 24) To be eligible for a 

Certificate from the Premier, students in grades 3 to 6 must 

read 12 of the required 15 books from the Premierôs list 

while grades prep to 2 read 20 of their 30 required books 

from this list. Completed reading list sheets should be 

handed into Mrs Farr as soon as completed so that she can 

record it on the computer site for Neerim South Primary 

School. (All students in Prep and Grade 1 have already 

been put on as they have all read the required number of 

books) Only children who hand in their completed sheets to 

Mrs Farr by Friday August 24th will receive a Certificate 

from the Premier and have their names published in a 

special supplement produced by the Age Newspaper in 

September. 

 

PARENT OPINION SURVEY  

The use of opinion data to monitor school performance is a 

very important step towards making our school the best it 

can possibly be. In recent years, we have conducted annual 

and anonymous opinion surveys for staff, children and 

parents and use the information gained to drive school 

improvements. On Monday 24 August 40 computer 

randomly selected families will receive a parent opinion 

survey and we ask that these families return the completed 

surveys to school by Friday 28 August . Thanks! 

 
MUSIC EISTEDDFOD  

This Friday a  number of students will be participating in the 

Warragul Music Eisteddfod. Our choir will be competing 

against Melbourne and local schools in the Choir Competition. 

Mrs Vickerman will be the teacher in charge and travel on the 

bus to Warragul with our 22 students.  Many thanks to our 

Choir Mistress, Kate Tweddle, who has worked with our 

students most Wednesdays during recess or lunchtimes.  

We are also hoping that our choir will also be able to perform 

for you  on the night of our school dance. 

 

GIPPSPELL COMPETITION  

This term most Grades 5 and 6 students have been madly 

practicing their spelling techniques hoping that they will be 

chosen  to  represent NSPS at the forthcoming Gippspell 

spelling competition.  Four students, two from each grade, 

will be selected to compete against students from local 

government and independent schools at St. Paulôs  next 

Thursday night. Thanks Mrs. Coleman for organizing this 

extra curricular activity for our students. 

HOW FIT ARE YOU?  

Only three weeks to go to our annual Lap a thon on Friday 

September 4. How many laps of the Recreation Reserve 

Football Oval do you think you can complete in just one 

hour? Are you fit enough to beat last years tally? Do you 

think you can match it with our students? Start getting 

your sponsors now for this whole school fundraiser. Weôd 

like to raise as much money as we did last year so that we 

can purchase more e-learning equipment and programs for 

each classroom, as well as lots of books for take home 

readers and classroom use. As in past years we will have 

many prizes for students to win. (Thanks Mrs Vickerman 

for arranging for signed basketballs from the Melbourne 

Tigers) Sponsor sheets will go home next week. 

 

COMMUNITY WORK  

Over the next month several of our male ex students will be 

returning to our school for a week each on community 

work. Great to see that Year 9 students like their old school 

so much that they choose to spend  their time with us. 

 

BALLS MISSING  

Unfortunately a bag of about 15 mixed size balls from the 

sports shed went missing over the weekend.  If anyone 

knows of their whereabouts Mrs. Vickerman would love to 

hear from you. No questions asked. Weôd just like to see 

them back where they belong! 

 

SAFE AND SECURE 

Another important part of growing up for the students at 

Neerim South Primary School is learning to give and take, 

get on with people, make better choices and to 

compromise. Over the seven years I have been Principal 

here, Iôve noticed that our students are continuing to 

improve in this area. When issues arise between children, 

we have in place as a school, many strategies which try to 

help them reach a satisfactory conclusion. Sometimes this 

solves the perceived problem/challenge, sometimes this 

only helps in the short term. We rely heavily on children 

and parents to keep us informed of issues that keep 

occurring. Some things require a lot of work over a period 

of time. One of our best chances of success and continued 

improvement in this area, is continued communication 

between home and school because, at times, children donôt 

let us know for a variety of reasons, that the problem has  

re-occurred. We are always concerned when children are 

unhappy or troubled. We want every child to feel secure 

and confident at NSPS at all times and naturally, we have 

more chance of achieving this aim when we continue to 

work together as we have been doing in these past few 

years. 

Our Chaplain, Peter Cavanagh, is at school each Monday 

and Tuesday and would be very happy  to help our students 

and parents in these areas as well. 

 

WET WEATHER ALERT  
REMINDER:   With last weeks rain and cold weather 

creating lots of mud, please donôt forget to pack a change 

of clothes (and shoes if possible) in case of accidents.  We 

do try and keep the children out of the mud but the grounds 

are extremely slippery at the  

moment! Jennie      J 



GRADE NEWS 

GRADE PREP AND 1 

On Monday the 3 of August the P/1 

team celebrated 100 days at school.  

The highlight of this day was seeing all 

of the children dressed up in some very 

imaginative and interesting costumes.  

We had Yannick dressed as a googol 

(the number 1 followed by 100 zeros), 

3 football players (Cooper, Lachlan and 

Brandon) and 2 one hundred and one 

Dalmatians (Maddy and Reece).  Joss 

came with 100 school days written all 

over his t-shirt, Rebecca had 100 one 

dollar notes stuck on her costume and 

we are still finding Zayraôs sprinkles 

from her fairy bread costume all over 

the classroom!  Amberley came 

dressed as a óLeopard ïiss Spot-i-cus 

one hundred-ii.  The rare and 

endangered 100 Spotted Leopard only 

found in the foothills of Mt Baw Baw 

who likes to save $100 notes in her 

special money box and we had 2 

Sleeping Beauties (Johanna and Jade) 

who slept for 100 years.  We also had 

Tianni dressed as a farm girl carrying 

her 100 animals and 4 very old people 

who were 100 years old (Corey, 

Bethany, Georgia and Hannah).  

Amber came dressed as a little girl 

from 1909 and even had a newspaper 

that showed pictures from that era and 

Charlotte and Pat were 2 of Santaôs 

elves that have helped him for over 100 

years.  Mikaylah came as a fairy with 

wings made out of fairy bread and Jai 

had made some very colourful 100 

glasses.  Shannon wore 100 flowers 

and Ryan was a banker who preferred 

collecting $100 notes from his 

customers!!  Henry brought some $1.00 

notes to show and Karin came covered 

with 100s and 1000s of dots.  Mrs 

Collins came with 100 safety pins stuck 

on her gloves in groups of ten. 

 

The children were involved in activities 

looking at the number 100 all day and 

even throughout the whole week.  We 

counted and sorted different objects, 

we measured and timed different 

events and we even managed to write 

100 words and equations. 

One interesting and extremely 

important event we all learnt about was 

that the South Melbourne Football 

Club won the Grand Final 100 years 

ago (1909) with a 2 point win over 

Carlton.  Mrs Farr was most impressed 

with this fact. 

On Monday 24 August the preps and 

ones will be travelling to Drouin to see 

the show óOnce Upon A Mattressô. We 

are very lucky that the Drouin Library 

is specially opening for us on this day 

for story time and activities. Notices 

have also gone home for swimming. 

 

GRADE 5 

Our 'Simple Machines' experiments are 

going well! In the last fortnight we 

have looked at inline planes and how 

they can become screws. We are 

developing our writing skills through 

our science experiments by learning 

how to write the procedures we have 

used in these experiments. This will 

continue to be our writing focus for the 

next couple of weeks. 

 

In Geography, we have investigated the 

features of maps, such as latitude and 

longitude. Students are developing 

their knowledge about the continents 

and how the globe is set out. 

The focus for Maths this week and 

next week is classifying and 

creating 3D shapes. It's been 

interesting to see how we can make 

3D shapes by spinning and 

stretching different 2D shapes. 
 

GRADE 6 

Hi everyone, another busy week , 

there is lots to do. Congratulations 

to Carolyn and Jess for getting into 

this years Gippspell Competition. 

We have been focusing on reading 

assigned books for reading groups. 

These books are Treasure Fever, I 
am David, The Snow Pony and 

Some one like me.  

 

We have just finished our projects 

and are starting new ones next 

week as most of the students would 

like to do another one. This week 

we have started a class 

mathematics test. 

In Humanities (Geography) we 

have been learning about latitude 

and longitude. This subject is very 

interesting.  

 

Everyone should be getting 

prepared for the On Safari Book 

Week Parade.  

Tomorrow we will be studying 

simple machines. Thanks to Darren 

for helping us with Lego Technic 

which we will be programming 

next week. 

PS. Just a reminder that our dance 

is next week so you should all be 

getting ready for a fun night. 

By Bianca and Carolyn 

P-2 SWIMMING  

Permission forms have been sent home to all students in grades prep to two.   The cost of this activity is $70 per student and 

all families have now been invoiced. Payment would be appreciated as soon as possible and must be received before the  

commencement of the swimming program unless contact has been made with the principal. 

 

ZONE ATHLETIC SPORTSðTuesday 8 September Joe Carmody Track Newborough 

The date for the re-scheduled Athletic Sports is Tuesday 8 September. All details remain the same. We will leave school at 

9.00am sharp by bus and return by approximately 3.00pm. If bus travellers are involved, could you please have a contingency 

plan in place in case for some reason we run late returning. We should be fine but better to be prepared. Children will need 

school sports uniform, sunscreen  if it looks sunny, maybe a hat, food and drink for the day and a proofed jacket if the 

weather is changeable.   Cheers, Pam Vickerman 

 

FUN AND FITNESS WITH FLYING ROPES IN GRADE 4  

The children are becoming very adept with different styles of skipping. Most children can now do:- hop and 

kick, cross arms, can can, up and under skier, partner skips, side swings, group link turns. Everyone is enjoying 

this activity and are keen to learn more new jumps.       Pam Vickerman 


