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Respect Learning Teamwork | Perseverance

COMPULSORY SCHOOL UNIFORM & DRESS CODE POLICY

HELP FOR THOSE WITH LIMITED ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS

Neerim South Primary School offers support to families who have limited English language skills to
“ = communicate key information about their child’s enrolment and participation at School, including
access to interpreting and translation services.

If you need assistance to understand the information in this policy, please contact the Neerim South Primary
School Administration Office and ask for ask for language assistance.

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Student Dress Code is to outline Neerim South Primary Schools requirements for
student dress and appearance and to provide information about uniform purchase and support, dress
code implementation and exemption processes.

This dress code has been developed by Neerim South Primary School’s School Council in close
consultation with our school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual students
whilst reflecting the values and interests of our community.

e Create a sense of pride for students in their identification with our school.

e Strengthen the spirit of community within the school.

e Ensure all students are dressed safely and appropriately for school activities.

e Enhance the profile and identity of our school and students within the wider community.

The NSPS compulsory school uniform and dress code policy enables students from all backgrounds
regardless of personal characteristics, such as gender identity, disability, health condition, or cultural
and linguistic diversity to participate fully in school life.

This policy applies to all students enrolled at NSPS and is to be implemented during school hours,
while travelling to and from school, and when students are engaged in school activities out of school
hours.

SCOPE

Students are expected to comply with this Student Dress Code while traveling to and from school,
during school hours and when attending school activities.
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THE UNIFORM

The NSPS uniform allows students to dress comfortably in all weather conditions, provides options
to meet individual preferences, and considers sports or physical education as well as informal or
incidental activity such as lunchtime sports and travelling to school.

All NSPS endorsed uniform items that are considered part of the compulsory school uniform are
shown in Appendix 2. Items are subject to periodic review in consultation with the school
community.

NSPS endorsed Grade 6 Polos/Windcheaters are also considered part of the compulsory school
uniform and may be worn by students in Grade 6 as an alternative to the standard uniform.

NSPS endorsed sport representative uniforms that display the NSPS logo and comply with the
School’s SunSmart policy, as well as any plain coloured T-shirt of house colour (Blue, Gold, Green or
Red) for house sport activities as directed by the School, are also accepted as uniform when worn for
approved activities.

Compulsory school uniform items can be accessed through the School’s independent uniform
supplier, the School Administration Office, and the NSPS Parent’s & Friends Second-Hand Uniform
program. Financial assistance is also available for eligible families. Refer to appendix 1.

THE DRESS CODE

Students are expected to be wearing the approved compulsory school unform unless otherwise
exempt.

Footwear is to consist of plain black flat-heeled closed-toes shoes with style and fastenings to meet
individual preference.

Plain coloured socks of Navy Blue, Black or White are to be always worn. Opaque tights or leggings
that are Black or Navy Blue may also be worn under the gingham dress, pinafore or check skirt.

Students with long hair are encouraged to tie their hair back for safety reasons. Plain coloured hair
ties, clips, and headbands of Royal Blue, Navy Blue, Black or White are expected.

Jewellery is not encouraged however some exemptions may apply - For safety reasons, sleepers and
studs are recommended for pierced ears; Medical alert bracelets/necklaces are acceptable; and
watches may be worn but may need to be removed for activities including physical education. Smart
watches with network/connectivity are subject to the school mobile phone policy.

Make up and nail polish are not part of the approved dress code.

School uniform hats must be worn outside when the UV rating is 3 or above to comply with our
Sunsmart Policy. School uniform hats may also be worn outside of this time, by parent or student
choice. Beanies are available to wear in winter.

Hats are not to be worn inside.
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EXEMPTIONS

Families are required to discuss any circumstance that may impact the student’s capacity to meet
the compulsory unfirm and dress code requirements. Exceptions will be considered by the School
Principal based on the following grounds:

e The student has a particular disability or health condition that requires an exemption.

e The student/family/guardian is experiencing economic/financial hardship that prevents
compliance. Assistance with the cost of uniforms is available, please contact the school.

e The compulsory school uniform offends a religious or cultural belief held by the
student/family/ guardian; or prevents the student’s compliance with a requirement of their
religious, ethnic or cultural background.

e The student may be prevented from being able to attend school or participate in school
activities on the same terms as other students because of the personal characteristics
referred to in the human rights and anti-discrimination requirements relevant to compulsory
school unforms and dress codes.

Further grounds for exemption may be allowed at the principal’s discretion, including (but not
limited to) exceptional circumstances relating to short-term enrolment or interim uniform
arrangements when transferring from another school.

CONCERNS ABOUT THIS STUDENT DRESS CODE

Neerim South welcomes feedback from the school community in relation to this Student Dress Code.
If you have a concern or complaint about the Student Dress Code, further information about raising a
concern or complaint is available in our school’'s Parent Complaint Policy, available at
https://www?2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/complaints/policy

COMMUNICATION

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

e Available publicly on our school’s website

e Communication through the Compass parent portal

e Reminders in our school newsletter

e Discussed in student forums

e Included in staff handbook/manual

e Discussed at staff briefings/meetings as required

e Included in transition and enrolment packs

e Discussed at parent information nights/sessions

e Hard copy available from school administration upon request

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Policy last reviewed November 2024
Consultation School Council
Approved by School Council
Next scheduled review date November 2028

Page 3 of 5


http://www.neerimsouthps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:neerim.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-dress-code/guidance/human-rights-requirements
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/complaints/policy

Address: 180 Main Rd, Neerim South VIC 3831
Phone: 03 5628 1254

Website: www.neerimsouthps.vic.edu.au
Email: neerim.south.ps@education.vic.gov.au

APPENDIX 1: UNIFORM SUPPLY ARRANGEMENTS

Independent Uniform Supplier

The NSPS independent uniform supplier is Beleza School Uniforms, and provides both in-store and online
shopping options.

Address: Shop 5/6 Williams Square, Warragul VIC 3820

Hours: 9am — 5pm weekdays, 10am — 1pm on Saturdays

Phone: (03) 5622 2930

Website: https://beleza.com.au/

Online store: https://beleza.com.au/product-category/primary-schools/m-o-primary/neerim-south-primary-

school/

School Administration Office

Some items are available for purchase at the NSPS School Administration Office. This includes the official NSPS
school bag, NSPS satchel, NSPS SunSmart brush hat, and NSPS beanies. Other items may become available
from time to time, families are encouraged to contact the School Administration Office weekdays during
school hours to discuss availability of items.

Second-Hand Uniform Program

The Neerim South Primary School Council’s Parent’s and Friends Association offer a Second-Hand Uniform
Program as a fundraising activity. The Second-Hand Unform Program is accessible weekdays during school
hours, or by arrangement through the School Administration Office.

Clean school uniform donations to the program can be received through the School Administration Office, and
all proceeds from the sale of second-hand uniforms go directly to resourcing school activities.

Financial Assistance

Families facing hardship, vulnerability, economic or financial distress, are encouraged to speak with the school
administration officer, or make an appointment with the School Principal.

State Schools’ Relief can assist with school clothing and footwear, providing articles of for students either
directly to the family or through an authorisation to the school clothing shop or local supplier.

Students starting school at Foundation level who are eligible to receive the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund
(CSEF), may be eligible for assistance with school clothing and footwear. Families are encouraged to contact
the School Administration Office to discuss these arrangements.
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APPENDIX 2: APPROVED COMPULSORY SCHOOL UNIFORM ITEMS

NEW Royal Short
Sleeved Polo w/
Navy Side Panels
and White Piping,
NSPS Logo

=

NEW Royal Long
Sleeved Polo w/
Navy Side Panels
and White Piping,
NSPS Logo

NSPS are introducing updated Polo shirts as part of the
compulsory school uniform, designed with navy side panels and
white piping along with the NSPS logo.

The transition period is two years, beginning at the start of Term
1, 2025 and concluding at the end of Term 1, 2027.

In the lead-up to the full transition, students may wear either the
current Polo shirts or the new Polo shirts. All students are
expected to be wearing the new uniform from Term 2, 2027.

Short Sleeved Polo,

NSPS Logo
(Approved to April 2027)

Long-Sleeved Polo,

NSPS Logo
(Approved to April 2027)

Royal Polar Fleece
Jacket, NSPS Logo

Royal Polar Fleece
vest, NSPS Logo

L

Royal Windcheater
NSPS Logo

Royal Blue/White
Gingham Dress

Royal Check
Pinafore

Royal Check Skirt
(detachable from
pinafore)

Navy Square
Weave Culottes

Navy Poly-Cotton
Bootleg Pants

Navy Heavy Cotton
Rugby Shorts

Navy Gaberdine
Straight Leg Pants

Navy Cuffed Fleece
Track Pants

Beanies

Royal Blue Brush
Hat, NSPS Logo

Beleza Girls Skort
with Skirt Front

Girls Knit Skort -

Navy Blue
(Target or Kmart)

Plain coloured
navy, black or
white socks
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